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To hold you, to hold you
Posted by Peter on 21 January 2008

Hello, everyone. It is very good to be making a new podcast. My internet connection is working again. Thank
you very much for your patience, and a big thank you in particular to all those of you who sent me e-mails
saying how sorry you were about my internet problems.

It isalong time since we had any poetry on the podcast. From time to time, | look at a book of English poetry
and wonder whether | can use any of the poems. But very few poems are written in ssmple English which is
easy to understand. My friend, Margaret Scorey, however writes poems which use simple and direct English,
and are therefore very good for English learners. Here is a poem she wrote about a month ago. She wrote it for
awoman who had recently become a grandmother. But the woman's family, and the new grandchild, werein
America, so grandmother travelled to Americato hold her new grandchild in her arms for the first time.
Margaret has called the poem "To Hold you, to hold you".

My longing isto hold you,

to feel your soft cheeks against mine

to look into your gentle eyes

to touch your hair

and feel the warmth of your breath.

Soon | will.

But know that when | return,

the ache will be as great asit is now,

softened only by memories.

But onething, | will be ableto say is,

&€ I'vedoneit, I've doneit, I've held you'.

Poem copyright Margaret Scorey, 2007, used with permission.

Photo of grandmother and new baby by Brian Hession/Flickr

Thisisthe text of the podcast at http://www.listen-to-english.comindex.php?d=368.
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